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BID NO: T11/2526
NDLAMBE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

TENDER NOTICE AND INVITATION TO TENDER
FOR THE UPGRADE OF BATHURST BULK SEWER: WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS

TENDER NOTICE AND INVITATION TO TENDER

Tenders are hereby invited from suitably qualified, experienced and skilled Civil Engineering Con-
tractors with a minimum CIDB grade of 7 CE (or higher) for the construction of the Upgrade of 
Bathurst Bulk Sewer: Wastewater Treatment Works.

The scope of work for this project includes the construction of the components listed below. 

Scope of Work – Upgrade of WWTW (1 050 kℓ Capacity) 

Scope Components Description

Site Site establishment and site clearance.

Earthworks Bulk excavation for platform and structures. Restricted 
excavation for minor structures.

Inlet alterations Partial demolition, construction of new canals, and
mechanical installations.

Anaerobic Ponds Construct new ponds and ancillaries 
(pipework, subsoil drainage, sumps, etc.)

Aerobic pond Construct new pond and ancillaries 
(HDPE liners, pipework, subsoil drainage, etc.)

Settling pond Construct new pond and ancillaries 
(pipework, subsoil drainage, sumps, etc.)

Drying beds Construct new drying beds and ancillaries
(HDPE liners, pipework, sumps, etc.)

Refurbish existing ponds Emptying existing ponds, removing sludge, and repair-
ing as needed.

New building
(pump, chlorination, guard, office, and lab)

Construct new building and install ancillaries (plumb-
ing, furniture, pipework, mechanical, and electrical.)

Pipelines Install pipelines, ancillary structures, and fittings for po-
table water, sewer, de-sludging, aeration, chlorination, 
recycling, and recovery.

Access and internal roads Upgrade the existing access road and construct internal 
roads.

Fencing Demolition, refurbishment, supply and erection of pe-
rimeter fencing and gates.

Canals Construction of required canals.

Mechanical works Supply, installation, and commissioning of mechanical 
works.

Electrical works Supply, installation, and commissioning of Electrical 
works.

ESKOM connection Construct a new medium voltage overhead line and 
step-down transformer to connect WWTW.

The bid evaluation process will be based on below steps, and the qualified tenderers will be 
subject to negotiations of the most acceptable rate as outlined in the Standard for Uniformity in 
Engineering and Construction Works Contracts as contained in the Government Gazette No 42622 
of August 2019.

The bid evaluation process will be based on the steps set out in this document. Clarification of 
information may be requested from tenderers in accordance with the Ndlambe LM SCM policy, 
Clause C.3.11 of the Standard Conditions of Tender. Where applicable, negotiations will only be 
conducted with the preferred tenderer in accordance with the Ndlambe LM SCM policy, Clause 
C.3.13 of the Standard for Uniformity in Engineering and Construction Works Contracts (Govern-
ment Gazette No. 42622 of August 2019), as guided by CIDB Best Practice Guideline A6.

STEP 1: DETERMINE COMPLETENESS OF TENDER OFFER

STEP 2: FUNCTIONALITY

STEP 3: RISK ANALYSIS

STEP 4: PRICE AND SPECIFIC GOALS

Local SMMEs are required to be appointed as subcontractor(s) by the appointed Contractor to 
complete portions of the Works. Local SMME’s are defined as being from the Ndlambe Local 
Municipal area only.
Tender documents can be obtained electronically from https://www.ndlambe.gov.za/quota-
tions-and-tenders/ from 02 February 2026 at 10:00.

Tender clarification meeting:
•  Compulsory clarification meeting: Will be held at Bathurst Community Hall (Nolukhanyo), on the 
    09 February 2026 at 10:00

Hard copy tender documents are, if required, obtainable from the offices of the SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGEMENT UNIT, 44 CAMPBELL STREET, PORT ALFRED between 08h00 and 15h30 upon 
email request and payment of a fee of R584-33 (VAT included) per set. Payments must be made 
at the cashiers at the Directorate Financial Services, 47 Campbell Street, Port Alfred prior to col-
lecting the tender document and proof of payment must be submitted when collecting the tender 
document from the Supply Chain Management Office

Late submitted, unmarked, faxed, falsified, incomplete or e-mailed proposals will not be consid-
ered and will be disqualified. Completed Tender documents, supporting documents and externally 
endorsed documents must be placed in sealed envelopes marked “NOTICE 13/2526 - UPGRADE 
OF BATHURST BULK SEWER: WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS”, and deposited in the Tender 
Box at the Supply Chain Management Unit office, 44 Campbell Street, Port Alfred not later than 
12h00 on 02 March 2026. Tenders will be opened at the Supply Chain Management Unit at 12h05 
on the same day.

N.B. ENVELOPES NOT MARKED AS INDICATED ABOVE WILL NOT BE OPENED AND SUCH BIDS 
WILL, AS A RESULT, BE DISQUALIFIED.

For bid enquiries contact: SCM related: Supply Chain Management Unit email: tenders@
ndlambe.gov.za , Technical related: Gerhard Teseling email: gerhard@newground.co.za , 
and copy Vuyokazi Tshangana email: vtshangana@ndlambe.gov.za
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Cruise adventure:
No iceberg but
plenty of thrills
KOENA MASHALE

I finally understand what peo-
ple mean when they say “wh at
happens in Vegas, stays in Ve-
gas”, except in this case, it stays
in the Indian Ocean.

I’ve always been someone
who shares experiences, so I
can’t hold back from sharing
my Titanic-like adventure (mi-
nus the iceberg, of course) while
cruising on MSC Cruises SA.

Everyone should experience a
cruise at least once in their lives,
as long as the weather coop-
e rat e s .

The experience was unfor-
gettable, from karaoke after-
noons on Deck 5 to taking
pictures with the Italian cap-
tains on Deck 6 and finally
dancing into the early hours on
Deck 11.

I’m not really someone who
goes out dancing at night. I used
to think late-night grooves and
social gatherings were too
much for me, but I now realise it
was a mix of laziness and the
constant annoyance of logis-
t i cs .

If I said that ship came to life
in the most unexpected ways,
that would be an understate-
ment.

When most people plan va-
cations, they pack in endless
excursions into a long itinerary.
Every day becomes about wak-
ing up early to tick things off a
list, recreating the same rigid
routine we try to escape from.

A cruise forces you to slow
down because everything is al-
ready on the boat.

If I wasn’t sleeping in past
10am, I was playing mini-golf
on the rooftop deck or joining a
“guess the song” game on an-
other deck, waiting just long
enough to convince myself that
enough time had passed to jus-
tify grabbing pizza slices, having
already indulged in a burger.

I mention the Titanic because
I was obsessed with it for most
of my life, even engaging in the
endless debates about Jack and
Rose sharing the door (but I
wo n ’t go into that).

What really amazed me was
the ship’s interior architecture
— mirrors everywhere, gold
metal finishes, luxurious couch-
es, and staircases that made you
feel like you should be wearing
a ball gown.

Did I mention gala night?
Theatre shows every evening
felt like Broadway-level perfor-
mances of all the musicals you
could think of.

And that’s before even getting
to the restaurants, which con-
stantly reminded me that I was
not in SA anymore.

The menus changed every
night, and no matter what I was
craving, there was never any
pap. I still laugh when I re-
member counting the cheese
ravioli I ordered one night —
eight pieces of pasta in a big
bowl. Thankfully, I had the priv-
ilege of ordering another dish.

Our destination was meant to
be Pomene Island, in Mozam-
bique, but due to bad weather it
was cancelled, leaving us drift-
ing at sea for a while.

Still, DJ sets kept the ship
alive, and you meet people you
laugh with and have fun with;
some you’ll never see again, and
others you might, if you
c h o o s e.

The best travel essential I can
advise you on before going on
these cruises is to pack a carry-
on steamer, and don’t be tempt-
ed to “charge to the room”.

Nothing is more embarrass-
ing than being told over a loud-
speaker your card declined.

And thank God there was no
iceberg; I don’t think I’d have
shared the door with my Jack
from the cruise either.
— Sowetan SMAG
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FLOATING FREEDOM: Life at sea hits different on MSC Opera. Picture: SUPPLIED

CABIN CALM: Junior Ocean View on MSC Opera offers comfort with a front-row seat to the sea. P i ctu re :
IVAN SARFATTI

Theatre veteran launches rural dance and drama fest
SIKHO NTSHOBANE

Cultural artists should be more
than performers called in to
entertain crowds at political ral-
lies — they should be central to
preserving heritage, developing
rural tourism and creating sus-
tainable livelihoods.

That is the vision behind a
new dance and drama festival
launched by Mthatha-based
theatre veteran Khanyiso “Billy ”
Dakada, aimed at uncovering
and nurturing talent across the
OR Tambo district.

Through his Khanyiso Social
Enterprise, Dakada has founded

the OR Tambo Dance and Dra-
ma Festival, which will be host-
ed annually as part of OR Tam-
bo Month celebrations in Oc-
tober and funded by the Na-
tional Arts Council of SA.

No official date has yet been
set for this year’s event.

“It is going to rotate around all
the local municipalities within
the OR Tambo district.

“Most cultural festivals are
hosted in Mthatha, but through
this one I want it to reach rural
areas where there is no cultural
tourism.

“The idea is to develop talent
where people live, without forc-
ing them to come to the cities
just to be seen.”

Born in Komani, Dakada has
built a decades-long career in
theatre as a writer, director and

actor.
He is also known for men-

toring several SA television
stars, including Mthatha-born
actor Jet Novuka and Scandal!
actress Nondumiso Zweni.

He said many artists in the
district were still being
marginalised and used mainly
as entertainment during polit-
ical events, instead of being
supported to build careers.

“In many cases, artists are
only invited to open pro-
grammes for politicians.

“Even where festivals exist,
most are organised and run by
government instead of by the
artists themselves,” he said.

Dakada believes the district’s
rich natural landscape offers
huge potential for cultural
tourism if properly harnessed.

“We must take service de-
livery to where people are — in
rural areas — and develop
tourism in those spaces,” he

said.
“The OR Tambo district has

beautiful nodal points such as
Mbotyi, Magwa Falls, Coffee

Bay, Port St Johns and Mthatha
Mouth. “If you host festivals in
these areas, you attract tourists,
create jobs and expose the
beauty of this region.”

Beyond tourism, Dakada said
the festival would help nurture
young people facing high un-
employment and provide cre-
ative outlets for women affected
by gender-based violence.

He added that it would also
promote cultural diversity by
bringing together the traditions
of the AmaMpondo, AbaTh-
embu and AmaMpondomise
co m m u n i t i e s .

Dakada was previously in-
volved in establishing the Spa-
tial Development Initiative Fes-
tival about 15 years ago, which
later evolved into the popular
Isingqisethu Cultural Festival in

Port St Johns.
However, he said the festival

had lost momentum after being
taken over by government.

“It was meant to platform
local artists at nodal points, but
its budget is not growing and it
has become stagnant,” he said.

“In this district, artists don’t
have a festival that truly belongs
to them. This one is strictly for
local talent.

“We don’t need big headline
acts from outside. We want to
put OR Tambo on the cultural
map — not only in the Eastern
Cape, but nationally.”

Auditions for this year’s fes-
tival will be held on Monday at
the Mthatha Community Arts
Ce n t r e.

One of the performers at the
launch, Elphia Mhlauli from the

Manyanduba Cultural Group
in KwaBhaca, praised the ini-
tiative, saying rural artists
rarely had consistent platforms
to showcase their work.

“Festivals are too few and far
between for artists to make a
living, especially for those of us
in villages,” she said.

She added that more cultural
programmes could help steer
young people away from
crime, drugs and teenage preg-
n a n cy.

“Imagine children going to
school and then joining cul-
tural groups in their commu-
nities after school,” said Mh-
lauli.

“On weekends they are per-
forming at festivals. Who
would be focused on crime
then? No-one.”

Da k a d a’s new initiative
aims to develop local
talent and unlock
cultural tourism

CENTRE STAGE: Theatre legend Khanyiso ‘Bi l ly ’ Dakada has launched
the OR Tambo Dance and Drama Festival, which will be held annually.
He is pictured with KwaBhaca-based Manyanduba Cultural Group
members Ongezwa Mhlauli, Andiswa Nodada and Elphia Mhlauli.
Picture: SIKHO NTSHOBANE
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